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material side it is proposed to supersede the legal
relief of poverty by reviving the tutelage of the
hereditary nobility over the peasants who cultivate
their estates; while others wish to make the
working classes altogether independent of eleemosy-
nary aid by encouraging them to found co-operative
societies for production and distribution. A series
of new works in prose and poetry mark a new age
of literary productivity, only less brilliant than the
epochs of the Revolutionary war and the Regency.
This new literature is not inspired by politics, but
by individual motives, either social or philosophical ;
it does not oscillate, like the earlier and greater
literatures, between revolt and resignation, defiance
and despair, but is penetrated with infinite love
and pity, fed from gorgeous memories, and
illuminated by immortal hopes. A new school of
history, saturated with literary and artistic feeling,
aims at the ideal reproduction of the most stirring
scenes, the most heroic figures of the past, in
language approaching the effect of plastic or
pictorial representation. And, conversely, the
greatest prose writer of the century devotes himself
to a literary interpretation of painting, architecture,
and natural scenery, as a symbolism of the most
thrilling emotions and of the profoundest ethical
truths.

Science, after 1830, so organises her methods
and so extends her domain as to cover the whole
field of * experience ; while the philosophy of the
previous century, revived with greater power than
ever, declares that outside experience nothing can be
known. The modern theories of energy and of evo-
lution, enunciated with more and more distinctness,
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